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5 things to know in this issue

Which dictator is serving as a 
little boy’s imaginary friend? Page 38

What’s Ed Norton been working 
on for almost 20 years? Page 30

Who’s turning the tables on her 
abusive husband? Page 22

What happens when a con-artist 
gains a conscience? Page 12

Who’s returning for a battle  
in a galaxy far, far away? Page 6
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TH
E DOUBLE TAKE

“Is this a hold-up?”

“No, it’s a science experiment!”

CAN YOU TAKE ON OUR TWO-HEADED TRIVIA CHALLENGE? 
Identify the film that features the quote above, then work out  
how it links to this issue of the Everyman Magazine.
Solution on page 42
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STARRING
Daisy Ridley, Adam Driver,  
John Boyega, Oscar Isaac,  
Lupita Nyong’o, Mark Hamill

DIRECTOR
J. J. Abrams

CERT
TBC

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Star Wars: A New 
Hope (1977)

19
DECEMBER

WHAT’S THE STORY? 
Star Wars: Episode IX is upon us, and with 
it the culmination of the Skywalker saga. 
Spanning nine films and five decades, it’s 
safe to say that there’s a lot riding on this 
closing chapter. 

Since Star Wars: A New Hope first hit the 
silver screen in 1977, sci-fi fans have been 
enthralled by the political turmoil of this 
galaxy far, far away. Nothing has united 
Star Wars fans more than their inability to 
ultimately decide if the first three films are 
cinematic masterpieces, if the following 
three prequels live up to their achievements, 
and which film ultimately triumphs as 
the greatest instalment of this vast and 
wonderful space opera. And while in the 
past these debates might’ve been held by a 
loyal core fanbase, now the fervour around 
the series is such that almost everyone has 
a TIE fighter in the race. Across generations, 
masters, padawans and younglings alike are 
itching to see how it all ends.

Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker will wrap 
up the three-part sequel trilogy that began 
in 2015 with J.J. Abrams’ Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens and was followed by Rian 
Johnson’s Star Wars: The Last Jedi in 2017. 
With Abrams once again in the director’s   

STAR WARS: THE  
RISE OF SKYWALKER
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chair, the final film sees what remains of the 
Resistance taking on the First Order while 
the ancient grudge between the Jedi and the 
Sith approaches a climax. Here’s hoping for 
a Rey (Daisy Ridley) versus Kylo Ren (Adam 
Driver) showdown!

Billy Dee Williams returns to the helm of 
the Millenium Falcon as Lando Calrissian, 
while Ian McDiarmid reprises his role as the 
malevolent Emperor Palpatine. Meanwhile, 
unseen footage from The Force Awakens has 
allowed Carrie Fisher’s Princess Leia to stand 
with the Alliance until the end. Perhaps the 
return of some old faces will shed light on 
some fierce fan speculation, but there are 
still many unanswered questions remaining 
after the dramatic climax of Episode VIII.

Who was Snoke? Was there a reason behind 
his arrival in The Force Awakens and his 
swift offing in The Last Jedi? And — perhaps 
most pressing of all — who are Rey’s parents? 
We want to see a birth certificate, because 
Star Wars fans will not rest until the different 
theories surrounding Rey’s Jedi lineage are 
put to rest.

Who was Snoke? Was there a reason behind 
his arrival in The Force Awakens and his swift 
offing in The Last Jedi? And – perhaps most 
pressing of all — who are Rey’s parents?

DID YOU KNOW? 
Only one actor has appeared in all nine 
official Star Wars films, including Star Wars: 
The Rise of Skywalker. This is Anthony 
Daniels, the actor who plays humanoid 
robot C-3PO.
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
Based on a true story, The Aeronauts sees 
19th-century scientist James Glaisher 
(Eddie Redmayne) struggling to convince 
his professional peers that it’s possible to 
predict a thing as complex as the weather. 
Determined to prove them wrong, Glaisher 
approaches professional balloonist Amelia 
Wren (Felicity Jones) to embark on a journey 
of scientific discovery. The elements are a 
worthy adversary at high altitude however, 
and soon the pair find themselves putting 
their lives on the line for each other, and for 
the sake of the unassuming citizens below.

Appearing alongside one another on 
screen for the first time since The Theory 
of Everything, Redmayne and Jones depict 
the record-breaking hot air balloon voyage 
that saw British aeronauts James Glaisher 
and Henry Coxwell reach the highest flight 
altitude ever recorded, at an eye-watering 
37,000 feet.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Felicty Jones is clearly not afraid of heights: 
she did a number of her own stunts in the 
film, including hanging off the balloon as it 
was pulled up by a 2,000-foot crane. 

STARRING
Eddie Redmayne, Felicity Jones, 
Himesh Patel, Anne Reid

DIRECTOR
Tom Harper

CERT
PG

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
The Theory of 
Everything (2014)

4
NOVEMBER

THE  
AERONAUTS
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
Considering their legendary status, it’s 
surprising that Helen Mirren and Ian 
McKellen have never starred in a film 
together — that is, until now. Professional 
con-artist Roy Courtnay (McKellen) sets his 
sights on Betty McLeish (Mirren), a widow 
with a bank account ripe for swindling.  
After meeting on a dating site the two hit it 
off right away, but as unexpected feelings 
arise Roy’s perfectly planned scam becomes 
a lot more complicated. 

Based on Nicholas Searle’s page-turner,  
The Good Liar is a tantalising feat of trickery 
with shades of John le Carré and a pair of 
dynamite performances from two of our 
greatest thespians. This riveting drama  
has more than a few secrets hiding under  
the floorboards.

DID YOU KNOW? 
The Good Liar marks the third 
collaboration between Ian McKellen and 
director Bill Condon, following Mr. Holmes 
and the Academy Award-winning Gods 
and Monsters.

STARRING
Ian McKellen, Helen Mirren, 
Russell Tovey, Jim Carter

DIRECTOR
Bill Condon

CERT
15

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Tinker Tailor 
Soldier Spy (2011)

8
NOVEMBER

THE GOOD LIAR
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
The world is one big competition to be the 
best, a constant game of one-upmanship to 
push the boundaries of what humanity is 
capable of. This is the mentality that drives 
the Ford Motor Company in 1966, enlisting 
friends and maverick speed freaks Carroll 
Shelby (Matt Damon) and driver Ken Miles 
(Christian Bale) to create a sports car that 
can defeat Ferrari in the 24 Hours of Le Mans 
endurance race. 

Le Mans ‘66 is a high-speed showcase for 
Damon and Bale — two leads with palpable 
on-screen chemistry.  Behind the camera 
director James Mangold (Walk the Line, 
Logan) adds some serious horsepower too. 
And while there's plenty here to delight even 
the most committed of petrolheads, the real 
heart of this tale — its depiction of obsession, 
ambition and the relentless pursuit of 
perfection — lies beyond the race track.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Christian Bale lost over 30kg to play race 
car driver Ken Miles after packing on the 
pounds for his role as the overweight Dick 
Cheney in Vice.

STARRING
Matt Damon, Christian Bale, 
Jon Bernthal, Caitriona Balfe,
Tracy Letts

DIRECTOR
James Mangold

CERT
12A TBC

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Rush (2013)

15
NOVEMBER

LE MANS '66
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
After a bundle of bad decisions and a brush 
with illness, ne’er-do-well Kate (Emilia 
Clarke) lands a job as an elf in a year-round 
Christmas shop. She finds a new lease of 
life when she meets Tom (Henry Golding), 
a charmer who can see through so many of 
Kate's barriers. But is the whirlwind romance 
that follows too good to be true?  

As London approaches the most wonderful 
time of the year, it seems like nothing will 
work out for these two. But sometimes, 
you've got to let the snow fall where it may, 
you've got to listen to your heart...and you've 
got to have faith. 

Featuring the music of George Michael and 
Wham!, Last Christmas is the latest rip-
roaring comedy from Bridesmaids director 
Paul Feig. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Wham!’s holiday classic "Last Christmas" 
has inspired cover renditions by everyone 
from Jimmy Eat World to Taylor Swift.

STARRING
Emilia Clarke, Henry Golding, 
Michelle Yeoh, Emma Thompson

DIRECTOR
Paul Feig

CERT
12A TBC

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Love Actually (2003)

15
NOVEMBER

LAST 
CHRISTMAS
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FROZEN 2
WHAT’S THE STORY? 
Frozen was the runaway hit of 2013. 
While young children were transported 
to a mystical land with a hilarious singing 
snowman, older Disney fans were celebrating 
the arrival of a princess who prioritises her 
sister and her people, rather than simply 
swooning over a prince. Now Elsa (Idina 
Menzel) and her friends are back for a  
new adventure.

Three years after vowing to never again lock 
the gates of Arendelle, Elsa hears a strange 
sound from the North. The stone trolls have 
a grave warning for the Queen: “Elsa, the 
past is not what it seems. You must find the 
truth.” In the biggest test of her powers yet, 
Elsa must venture across “the enchanted 
lands” to save the kingdom, accompanied 
by her sister Anna (Kristen Bell) and loyal 
companions Kristoff (Jonathan Groff) and 
Olaf (Josh Gad).

DID YOU KNOW? 
Frozen is the higest-grossing animated 
film of all time; it's taken a staggering $1.27 
billion at box offices around the world.

STARRING
Idina Menzel, Kristen Bell, 
Jonathan Groff, Josh Gad

DIRECTOR
Chris Buck, Jennifer Lee

CERT
TBC

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Frozen (2013)

22
NOVEMBER
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
It’s time the woman gets first billing, don’t 
you think? Director Mirrah Foulkes certainly 
agrees, as she takes the famous 16th century 
puppet show and contorts it into a darkly 
comic revenge story. No more beatings about 
the head with a stick for Judy: Punch had 
better watch his back.

Judy (Mia Wasikowska) and her husband 
Punch (Damon Herriman) are renowned 
puppeteers trying to revive their marionette 
show in Seaside, a town enthralled by witch 
trials and public hangings (and, strangely, 
nowhere near the sea). The couple’s show 
offers them and their new baby an escape 
from the hysteria sweeping Seaside, but 
a disastrous decision made by Punch 
forces Judy to take action in this devilishly 
delightful and joyously irreverent tale.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Punch and Judy shows were originally 
marionette shows, but glove puppets 
were introduced to accommodate violent 
movements — especially where Mr. Punch’s 
slap stick was involved.

STARRING
Mia Wasikowska, Damon Herriman, 
Benedict Hardie

DIRECTOR
Mirrah Foulkes

CERT
15

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
The Favourite 
(2018)

22
NOVEMBER

JUDY & PUNCH
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
When rich crime novelist Harlan Thrombey 
(Christopher Plummer) assembles his family 
at his mansion for a decadent 85th birthday 
party, it’s only fitting that he should drop 
dead under mysterious circumstances. 
Which indeed, he duly does. Celebration 
swiftly turns into investigation with the 
arrival of the eccentric Detective Benoit 
Blanc, Daniel Craig’s answer to the infamous 
Hercule Poirot, who promptly locks the doors 
on the dysfunctional family to extract the 
truth from the lies.

Written and directed by Rian Johnson 
(Looper, Star Wars: The Last Jedi), this 
sharply comic whodunnit is bursting to the 
brim with famous faces — and thoroughly 
enjoys revelling in the tropes of the great 
Agatha Christie murder mysteries.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Knives Out has already premiered at two 
international film festivals (Toronto and 
London) to outstanding critical acclaim.

STARRING
Daniel Craig, Chris Evans, Ana de Armas, 
Jamie Lee Curtis, Michael Shannon,  
Toni Collette, Christopher Plummer

DIRECTOR
Rian Johnson

CERT
12A

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
The Grand Budapest 
Hotel (2014)

29
NOVEMBER

KNIVES  
OUT
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
It’s been 16 years since the Angels were  
last on our cinema screens, and the world 
has changed in the meantime. There are  
no longer only three women working for  
the mysterious and elusive Charlie; now 
there are highly skilled, crime-fighting 
women working as private detectives the 
world over, all answering to their own 
Bosley-like guardians.

Elizabeth Banks takes on Charlie’s Angels 
for the next generation in more ways than 
one — not only directing the reboot but also 
starring as the franchise’s first female Bosley. 
Expect wild stunts and elaborate wigs 
aplenty as Sabina (Kristen Stewart), Elena 
(Naomi Scott) and Jane (Ella Balinska) put a 
stop to a new and dangerous technology that 
threatens to end the world as we know it.

DID YOU KNOW? 
There were 110 episodes of the original 
Charlie’s Angels television series, which  
ran from September 1976 to June 1981.

STARRING
Kristen Stewart, Naomi Scott,  
Ella Balinska, Elizabeth Banks

DIRECTOR
Elizabeth Banks

CERT
TBC

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Ocean’s 8 (2018)

29
NOVEMBER

CHARLIE'S 
ANGELS
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EVERYMAN 

AND  
EVERYONE

Non-Stop (2014): Dockery plays an 
air stewardess in this crazy plane-
based murder-mystery action 
caper. Julianne Moore is one of the 
passengers caught up in the mayhem.

Far From Heaven (2002): Moore 
offers a career-standout performance 
as Cathy Whitaker in this lauded 
melodrama. Dennis Haysbert co-stars 
as her troubled husband, Frank.

Sin City: A Dame to Kill For (2014): 
Brolin and Haysbert square off in this 
neo-noir thriller, respectively playing 
the unfortunate Dwight McCarthy 
and the fearsome valet, Manute.

Avengers: Endgame (2019): Brolin is 
Thanos, an intergalactic menace with a 
deadly plan. As Janet van Dyne, Michelle 
Pfeiffer is one of the many heroes caught 
up in his plot.

Murder on the Orient Express (2017): 
Pfeiffer joins Ridley on the Express. 
After crossing wits with Poirot, Ridley 
crosses lightsabers with Adam Driver 
in Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker.

To make it in the film industry, it always 
helps to have connections. But which  
stars create a chain between the cover  
film of our previous issue,  Downton Abbey, 
and our current one, Star Wars: The Rise  
of Skywalker?

MICHELLE

DOCKERY

JULIANNE

MOORE

DENNIS 

HAYSBERT

JOSH 

BROLIN

MICHELLE 

PFEIFFER

DAISY 

RIDLEY 

Downton Abbey (2019): Dockery 
reprises her role as Mary Crawley 
as the Abbey's inhabitants hurriedly 
prepare for an impending visit from 
King George V.
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
The first film Edward Norton has directed 
in nearly 20 years, Motherless Brooklyn 
follows Lionel Essrog (Norton), a private 
detective with Tourette syndrome, as he 
tries to solve the murder of his mentor, Frank 
(Bruce Willis). A long-planned endeavor for 
Norton, this star-studded passion project is 
a curious exercise in adaptation: it boldly 
supplants the iconic character of Jonathan 
Lethem’s novel from contemporary Brooklyn 
into a neo-noir narrative set in 1957. The 
anachronistic gumshoe language of Jonathan 
Lethem’s novel is now something a bit more 
literal, drawing on film noir in its visual 
stylings and its themes — with devious 
political machinations coming into conflict 
with a personal vendetta.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Norton read Lethem’s novel soon after it 
was published in 1999. He’s been planning 
this film for the best part of two decades.

STARRING
Edward Norton, Bruce Willis, 
Gugu Mbatha-Raw, Cherry Jones, 
Alec Baldwin, Willem Dafoe

DIRECTOR
Edward Norton

CERT
15

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Brick (2005)

6
DECEMBER

MOTHERLESS 
BROOKLYN
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
Jumanji: The Next Level transports us back 
to the jungle for the next round of the world’s 
most dangerous game. After destroying 
Jumanji in the last film, Spencer (Alex Wolf) 
is now attempting to repair it using parts he 
hid from his friends. When Spencer is sucked 
back into the game world, his friends have 
no choice but to follow and rescue him. To 
make matters worse, Jumanji appears to be 
malfunctioning, and Spencer’s grandfather 
and his pal (Danny DeVito and Danny Glover) 
are also sucked into the action. 

Of course, this also means a return for their 
in-game characters: Dr. Smolder Bravestone 
(Dwayne Johnson), Ruby Roundhouse (Karen 
Gillan), Professor Shelly Oberon (Jack Black) 
and Franklin “Mouse” Finbar (Kevin Hart). 
Now the gang must embark on a new quest, 
braving the brutal elements and beasts of 
Jumanji. The game is far from over! 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Jack Black runs a YouTube gaming channel 
called Jablinkski Games, but it rarely 
features much game-related content.

STARRING
Dwayne Johnson, Karen Gillan, 
Kevin Hart, Jack Black, Danny DeVito

DIRECTOR
Jake Kasdan 

CERT
TBC

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Ready Player One 
(2018) 

11
DECEMBER

JUMANJI: 
THE NEXT LEVEL
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
Cats — the feline phenomenon, the Broadway 
and West End mainstay — is heading to the 
silver screen. And Oscar-winning director 
Tom Hooper (The King’s Speech) has 
assembled a truly remarkable cast to help 
with the transition. Featuring Oscar winners, 
British acting royalty and a few international 
popstars to boot, Hopper has pulled out 
all the stops here. The result is a magical 
musical experience unlike anything ever 
seen before on the big screen.
 
Set over a single, fateful night, the story 
centres on a rag-tag group of felines called 
the Jellicles, who must make “the Jellicle 
choice”, and decide which cat will ascend  
to the Heaviside Layer to be born again. 
 
Wise Old Deuteronomy (Judi Dench), faded 
glamourpuss Grizzabella (Jennifer Hudson), 
and the treasured Gus The Theatre Cat (Ian 
McKellen) all return, in what is sure to be  
the musical event of the season.

DID YOU KNOW? 
The West End musical ran from 1981–2002, 
making it the longest-running musical 
until Les Misérables overtook it in 2006.

STARRING
Jennifer Hudson, Taylor Swift, Idris 
Elba, Judi Dench, Ian McKellen, 
Francesca Hayward, James Corden 

DIRECTOR
Tom Hooper

CERT
PG TBC

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
The Greatest  
Showman (2017) 

20
DECEMBER CATS
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
Lady Bird director Greta Gerwig helms the 
much-anticipated adaptation of Louise May 
Alcott’s beloved novel, which remains as 
cherished today as when it was published 
150 years ago. 
 
The story details the lives of the March 
sisters — Jo (Saoirse Ronan), Meg (Emma 
Watson), Amy (Florence Pugh) and Beth 
March (Eliza Scanlen) — who live with 
their Marmee (Laura Dern) and tough-
love aunt (Meryl Streep) in a small town in 
Massachusetts at the time of the American 
Civil War. Jo is fiercely independent and 
dreams of becoming a writer while always 
living on her own terms, refusing to be 
shackled by the constraints of society. 
 
Thanks to a stellar cast, excellent source 
material and a director who seems to be 
going from strength to strength, Little 
Women looks primed to be a strong 
contender come awards season.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Alcott’s book has been adapted for film 
eight times, four times for TV by the BBC, 
and twice into an anime series in Japan. 

STARRING
Saoirse Ronan, Emma Watson, 
Meryl Streep, Florence Pugh, 
Timothée Chalamet, Laura Dern 

DIRECTOR
Greta Gerwig

CERT
TBC

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
Love & Friendship 
(2016)  

26
DECEMBER

LITTLE 
WOMEN
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WHAT’S THE STORY? 
New Zealand’s multitalented filmmaker 
Taika Waititi doesn’t pull any punches with 
his tale of Jojo (Roman Griffin Davis), a young 
boy living in Nazi Germany whose imaginary 
friend is Adolf Hitler (Taika Waititi). Jojo is a 
keen if somewhat incompetent member of 
the Hitler Youth, but his worldview is turned 
upside down when he discovers a young 
Jewish girl, Elsa (Thomasin McKenzie), living 
in the walls of his home, hidden by his single 
mother, Rosie (Scarlett Johansson).

Told with heart and full of laugh-out-loud 
comedy, Jojo Rabbit also boasts excellent 
performances from Sam Rockwell as a 
Hitler Youth Camp counsellor and The 
Office’s Stephen Merchant as an enthusiastic 
Gestapo agent. Expect lots of Taika Waititi’s 
characteristically outrageous humour, 
blended with a compelling tale of friendship 
born in the most unlikely of circumstances.

DID YOU KNOW? 
Director Taika Waititi, who is best-known 
for directing What We Do in the Shadows 
and Thor: Ragnarok, is Maori/Jewish.

STARRING
Roman Griffin Davis, Thomasin 
McKenzie, Taika Waititi, Rebel Wilson, 
Sam Rockwell, Scarlett Johansson

DIRECTOR
Taika Waititi 

CERT
12A

SEE THIS IF  
YOU LIKED…
The Death of Stalin 
(2017)

1
JANUARY

JOJO  
RABBIT
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"DICKIE BOW" DAN OWENS
TEAM MEMBER
EVERYMAN LIVERPOOL

"Becoming 'Dickie Bow Dan' and donning 
a bellboy costume and fake moustache 
for the release of Murder on the Orient 
Express during Harrogate’s Murder 
Mystery Night."

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE 
MEMORY OF WORKING AT 
EVERYMAN?
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movies by numbers

This issue’s quote  
is from Back to the 

Future Part III, another  
film that completes a  
major sci-fi trilogy!
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Box office takings of the original Frozen, in US dollars.

12
5

years since  
Billy Dee 
Williams last 
took on the 
role of Lando 
Calrissian.

1,270,000,000
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